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Title:  Ask anything in my name

Text: John 14:12-15 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do;
because I go unto my Father.

13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

14 If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it.

15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Ref: James 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much.

Proverbs 18:22 He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor
from the LORD.

Theme: That my prayers aren’t hindered.

Message: Looking back over my life I can reference many many times where I called
on the name of the Lord. Sometimes for deliverance, sometimes out of anguish and
despair, sometimes out of pain, sometimes out of sorrow and sometimes out of
praise.

The instance that I have for this discussion is the current delima that myself and my
wife are in. We are separated by distance and by turmoil. Which could be undone, in
a moment should we both choose to move forward with our marriage, learn from
our mistakes and also step out in faith, once again.



The relationshional challenges that we face are structural, emotional, spiritual and
psychological as well. We both have things that we’re dealing with individually and
together. One of the problems is that I believe that we both should be leaning on
each other for strength and for support; but I’ve broken that trust to be able to allow
my wife to view me as a confidant and as someone that she can lean on, no matter
what.

We did have this kind of a relationship, but it eroded over time. Due to my various
mistakes that stem from systemic mental and personality disorders and my sinful
nature. I have sought help, some professional, some spiritual and a lot of calling on
the name of the Lord.

This month I believe was the most challenging and family destroying one that we’ve
ever faced. We were torn apart by events that should never have been able to have
such a grip on our family. Ultimately, I came around, to my senses and did what I
know to do in the time of trouble and when there is no answer or help in sight.
(Matthew 17:21).  “Howbeit, this kind does not come out but by fasting and
praying.”

I knew that I was to apply this scripture and I knew that it was time to call on the
name of the Lord, like never before. I knew that it was time to repent, to stop the sin
and to put my faith to the test again. I knew that I would have to trust God for the
results.

So, I was inspired by the spirit of God, to commence a 7 day fast and to outline each
day with specific requests. One that jumps out at me was one where I asked God to
reveal my flaws to me and the ones that had affected my marriage to have gotten us
to this point. I also asked if he would soften my wife's heart during the fast.

“I decree a thing!” I declare that every single day, God answered each individual
prayer, through my wife, exactly as he’d instructed me to write them and to ask for
them. Now, today my wife and I were talking and I asked her why God doesn't always
intervene in all of our decision making? She replied that God is just like any other
parent in that regard, in that the choice may or not alter his ultimate will, so
sometimes he’ll allow us to make a mistake to teach us a lesson.

I had ignored that still small voice that I know to be his spirit. And now I was calling
on the name of Jesus, as I had time and time again to deliver my family from the
snares of the enemy that I’d placed it in.



“Ask anything in my name.” I’d test him again. Because I knew that my fervent
prayer would trigger help from heaven's throne. I knew that I’d found favor by
marrying my wife and I knew that I could ask the Lord for his help in the capacity of
the proverbial 911 emergency call.

We are still a work in progress. God's not through with us yet.  But day by day, God is
showing me that he has our marriage in his hands. My prayers are being answered
and I know that my wife is seeing the work of God being done inside of me, not for lip
service, not for me to say what she needs to hear, but the deep cleaning and purging
that is sustaining and forever.

And I believe that one day soon, I’ll hold her in my arms again, and she’ll exhale and
look at me the way that she used to.

Questions:

1) In James 5:16, who is a righteous man. (Confess your faults one to another,
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much).

2) What did Hezikiah do, relevant to this discussion to change the outcome of
his circumstances?

3) What does God not despise?
4) What is fervency?
5) Who has the last word in a Christian marriage?
6) Is there anything too hard for God?
7) What has God revealed to you this week, in your marriage?
8) What verbiage precedes (that my prayers aren’t hindered).
9) How is this scripture relevant in this discussion?
10)Have you ever been too angry at someone to pray for them?
11)What does James 5:16 say about praying for one another?
12)What was the last 911 call that you made to God?
13)Which day of fasting do you think the prayers were answered? (see below).

Day 1) I pray that I will not get disheartened when my wife doesn't answer my calls.
Pray the Lord encourages my soul when she does.

Day 2) I pray that God continues to create in me a clean spirit and pure heart. I pray
that every tendency, every pattern in me that is unlike him, will be revealed through
the spirit.



Day 3) I pray that the spirit of God will move on my wife's heart to soften her heart,
for the sake of love. For the sake of family, for God sake. I pray that I exercise faith
over doubt, no matter what it looks like.

Day 4) I pray that the spirit of God will show us both that the covenant is more
important than our anger, disappointments and our pain.
(https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/gomer-bible). I pray also that I will not speak
anything but life into my wife's spirit and over our family. I pray that I will not harm
her with words, but speak life into her.

Day 5) I pray that my wife's mind will stay on the precepts of the Lord, and not
contemplate and dwell on things that are negative and that don't bring us peace.
(Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just,
whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on
these things). (https://www.bible.com/bible/114/PHP.4.8.NKJV).

Day 6) I pray that pain, sorrow and anguish that my wife has absorbed will be
soothed by the spirit of God; creating the space for her husband to offer the
atonement that only her husband can give. I pray that I fully appreciate my affect on
my marriage and my wife's attitude.

Day 7) I pray that the spirit will prepare me for the new life and the new and fresh
relationship that God will restore us into. I pray that I am becoming equipped for our
new life together in harmony and in wellness.


